
MASONIC HOTEL - BE CREATIVE
AND KEEP HERITAGE VALUE

The Masonic Tavern - a gathering place for the Devonport community for almost a century and a half.

The NZHPT, along with community
groups, is strongly opposed to one of
Devonport's oldest historic buildings
being 'restored' and largely
demolished beyond recognition.

The country's lead heritage
organization presented a submission
advocating for the retention of
important heritage components and
fabric of the Masonic Hotel and its
associated boarding house at a
hearing recently, in a bid to stop
substantial demolition and re-
development of the buildings in its
tracks.

"We're not against the idea of
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sensitively adaptively re-using this
historic complex into a cafe and
apartments - but there are ways in
which this can be done without
destroying or undermining the historic
heritage value of the buildings," says
the NZHPT's Heritage Advisor
Architecture, Robin Byron.

"We are concerned that the
current plan would rob these
buildings of much of their authentic
and genuine character and heritage
value."

The Masonic Hotel is widely
regarded as being the only wooden
hotel of its kind on Auckland's North
Shore. Similarly, the boarding house
may be the only known example of a
wooden building house from the
1860s in such good condition - and
as such is extremely rare.

"Rather than drag this early and
incredibly important early boarding
house to another area of the site and
out of context, we're saying leave it
where it is and make it a feature of
the new development by incorporating
it and creating a real point of
difference for its owners," says Robin.

The Trust also has concerns for
the tavern building itself - and the
proposal to reconstruct facades onto
a building which will be largely
demolished and re-built anew is not
supported as loss of much of the
original form, features and fabric of
the building affects its heritage values
significantly.

"While the scheduling in North
Shore City Council's District Plan
covers only the front facades and the

front parts of the old hotel's roofs,
buildings are entire three-dimensional
entities," she says.

Other NZHPT recommendations
include:

• The need for a more complete
and comprehensive conservation plan
for the place;

• The need for wider consultation
with iwi;

• The need for a more detailed
archaeological assessment given the
inadequacy of the archaeological
information presented in the current
proposal and co-ordination with the
conservation plan.

"Another key part of our
submission is the recommendation
that the council ensures the corner
part of the building is retained for
commercial use," says Robin.

"The Masonic Tavern has been a
public gathering place for nearly a
century and a half and is an
important part of Devonport's
community life and social history.
The place should continue to
maintain a degree of public access,
or at least not close the door on the
future possibility of re-instating its
public community function - even if
it's only the corner part of the
complex."

She warns that any development
that causes irreversible damage to
the buildings' heritage values will be
a permanent loss, not just for the
local Devonport community but for
the whole of Auckland given its
prominent and visible location.

"We only get one shot at this -
it's important to get it right," says
Robin.

"We believe that with changes to
the proposal it can be made to work,
for both the developer and owner
while at the same time retaining the
important heritage that is involved."

According to Robin, it's important
that decisions are based on sound
understanding and respect for
heritage, and its value and
importance to communities now and
in the future if these historic places
are to survive with their heritage
values retained.

"We also recognize that this must
work for the developer and owner from
an economic perspective," she says.

"Part of our work regularly
includes involvement in such projects
working side by side with owners and
developers to come up with solutions
that work for all parties. It's a pity
that an appropriate solution has not
been found before everyone has had
to come to the hearing - and spend a
lot of time and money on the
process."

For updates on the Masonic log onto
www.savethemasonic.org
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