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24 Victoria Rd claimed to be oldest house in Devonport
Re Flagstaff, March 20, "Another historic

building under threat."
24 Victoria Road, Devonport, is much older

than the quoted date of 1873; in fact, part of it
was built between 1842 and 1846, making it the
oldest existing building in Devonport. It featured
in one of the earliest mass murders in NZ when
the Navy paymaster, Lieutenant Robert Snow,
his wife Hannah and their younger daughter
were brutally murdered with an axe and a bayo-
net, dismembered, and their house, somewhere
near the comer of King Edward Parade and
Mays St, set alight between midnight and 1 am
on 23 October 1847. Crew from the Navy ship
Dido, seeing the glow onshore, launched a boat.
By the time the men reached the scene the roof
had collapsed and the building was completely
engulfed in flames. There was no sign of Snow
and his wife and daughter and the men roused
up two prominent local identities in their efforts
to find the family: Thomas Duder, the Flagstaff
signalman, whose home was in the area of Dud-
ers Avenue, and William Oliver, at his house,
situated at what is now 24 Victoria Rd.

Later in the year an ex-Royal Navy ship-
wright, Joseph Burns, was arrested for the

Historic parts of historic house

murders and tried to implicate Duder and Oliver,
claiming they carried out the killings, while he
(Burns) acted as lookout. This was patently
untrue and Burns was convicted in 1848 and
sentenced to death. A gallows was erected on the
site of the murders, among the blackened ruins
of the Snows' home, and Burns was publicly

Learning from more advanced cities
Although Melbourne is much bigger than

Auckland, it has extensive public transport
which struggles to cope with commuting. They
have also had similar car-centric resistance
to cycling on their roads. New policies just
released by Melbourne indicate stark contrasts
to the North Shore. Their new strategy requires
bike lanes to be considered in every major road
project. Key roads have been identified within
10 kms of the city centre that will be developed
or reinforced as bicycle routes connecting in-

The Devonp

ner city nodes.
They plan to spend $140 million on 23 bike

paths around Victoria which will be completed
in the next 18 months, and 33 bike cages built
at train stations around Melbourne.

Cycling has also been formally recognised
as part of the core transport system. We could
learn much from advanced cities which have
a more mature attitude and experience to both
transport and city culture.
Simon Williams

hanged there at noon on Saturday. 17 June 1848.
A small concrete plinth \\-ith a bronze plaque, on
King Edward Parade near the intersection with
Mays St, commemorates the events.

While 24 Victoria Rd has been substantially
altered, added to and refurbished the rear of
the building is part of the original Oliver home.
The difference in style between the original part
and the newer frontage can be easily identified,
including the quaint, triangle-shaped "bow
window", as shown in the photograph from the
Bank of New Zealand car park.

Whether the house is located in a "business
area and not the residential 3 zone" is immate-
rial; as the oldest house existing in Devonport
it must not be demolished.

The Council must do whatever it takes to
ensure its survival.
Kirk Page

Author, A Tangled Web
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